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KUWDESHWARA OF KUNDAPURA 



From the time man began to understand the 
Impulses of nature, he began to study them. He 
started worshipping the forces of nature which he 
could neither control nor predict, Modes of 
worship, customs and tradition developed gradually. 
It led to the building of temples - the places of 
wprship, in every village and town. Celebration of 
fairs aid festivals in honour of the temple deities on 
special occasions also developed. TJie s district of 
Dakshina Kannada presents a very good example 
for this. Kundapura is one such place in the district 
where tradition has grown along with a temple. 

Kundapura, headquarters of the same taluk 
situated on the western sea shore, is very close to 
the ancient port town of Basaruru. The chief deity 
of this place is Kundeshwara. r, People hold the view 
town got its name after this god. The 
ot the name 'Kundeshw.ara' because it was 
built by a king named 'Kundavarma'. 

It is interesting to npte that the name Kunda- 

pura' carne/not; , ii : f the ,temple but because of 

1 Us geographical s ..u:;,:,,. 1 . In Kannada 'Kunda'means 

Tieap'of sand'. KtYr^a"" va '<= sjtiiated at the mouth 

where a river ^ '^ - .'.. Tancha Gangavali' 
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jdins the Western Sea. This led to the heaping of 
sea sand in large quantities. The original settlers 
of this place selected a name quite appropriate to 
its location. Thus came the name 'Kundagrama' 
(Village). Later it became 'Kundapura' (Town). 
To fulfil their religious requirements people built 
here a temple dedicated to Shiva and named it 
'Kundeshwara 3 after the place. 

Commoners caused the construction of this 
temple. Hence jt is very simple with just one main 
cell built over a small raised square platform. 
Stylistically 'the original construction may go back 
to the 8th Century A. D. 

The temple has a few stone inscriptions. They 
are of much historical value. The earliest available 
record here belongs to A. D. 1262. It was issued 
by th6 Alupa King Virapandyadeva. It mentions 
fixing of 140 gadyanas as village tax (Samudaya 
gadyana) for the vil'aje of Kundapura. A lady by 
name Nachi Fs mentioned as the officer (adhikariti 
Nachi). Thus we find Kundapura being administerec 
by a lady officer. 

In ancient times there was a practice of appoint- 
ing important people of various professions as 
'dtriiharis (officers). Here the record is silent aboul 

*.-<*- -i" i * i-j ( j i ~ 

ri or adhikariti Nachi, 
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A badly damaged inscription belonging 
14th Century A. D. has been found in a paddy field 
near the temple. It speaks of grants of land and 
1200 gadyanas for worship and feeding of brahma- 
nas in the temple. The grant was made by Mallappa 
Odeya, probably, the then Vijayanagara governor 
of the Barakuru rajya. 

Kundeshwara seems to be a contribution of the 
Pa^upata , sect of Saivism. The influence of the 
Pasupatas was very storng throughout the coast of 
Karnataka from very early times. Koteshwara, very 
near Kundapura, was one of the important centres 
of the Pasupatas. Alupas were called kings of 
the Pasupatas. It seems there existed close contact 
between the two temples - Kundeshwara and 
Koteshwara. An inscription of A. D. 1406 men- 
tions grant of land yielding 3 mudis of paddy to 
Koteshwara and 60 hanes of rice to Kundeshwara. 
Kundeshwara is mentioned here as 'Chikadevaru', 
indicating probably the junior position, of .Kunclesh- 
wara to Koteshwara. This land g^nt was ma^e by 
2 Dan|s ( and 2 priests of Hangauw adhivasa. It was 
given to Sri Narasimha Bharati Odeya, the pantiff 
of S,r,]ngerl Sharada Peetha as "mula-krayadana" 
(0%}>y- sale of original rights). 

T"" inscription kept indside the prakara of 
o the time of the Vijayanagara 
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emperor Devaraya I and Is dated A. D. 1425. Then 
Narasimhadeva Odeya was governing Barakuru rajya. 
After making a thorough enquiry, the Governor 
understood that the grants made earlier for 1 various 
services in the Kundeshwara temple By Devanna 
Senabova had fallen into disuse. The record informs 
that, a person whose name is mentioned In a very 
respectable way as Hlriya Vishwagalu, had earlier 
made some grants for feeding six brahmanas daily 
and had recorded it'tn an inscription. This grant 

which had failed into 'disuse had bsen restored by 

' ' * ' ' 

Devanna Senabova along with his other grants. 

On enquiry it was found that the grant of land made 
by Allappa also had fallen into disuse. The gover- 
nor restored all these grants without incurring any 
loss of revenue to the state. The grants thus rest- 
ored fetched an ainual incoms of 117 mudis of rice 
to the temple. 

i 
The other important inscription of this temple 

is dated A. D.1452 and belongs to the reign period 
of Mallikarjuna, the Vljayanagara emperor. Maha- 
pradhana Vallabhadeva danayaka was then admini- 
stering Barakuru rajya as governor. The governor 
made a grant of 48 honnu, which was the income 
from salt pans in Kundapura and a piece of land to 
Jdtsa ^Harriappa Kotinatha and (Sri) Padangalu are 
mentioned here. But as the record is very 'much 
we cannot make out their importance, Any- 
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way it is clear from this inscription that salt was 
manufactured here. 

TEMPLE ART : 

This temple of Kundeshwara is constructed a 
little away eastwards from the -sea shore. It facea 
east and has two prakaras and a central shrine. In 
the centre of the inner Prakara stands a unicelled 
shrine on a raised square platform. It has a gopura 
ever garbhagriha the roof of which of haystack. 
After independence it was replaced by copper 
sheets. The garbhagriha has a narrow Pradakshina^ 1 
patha, The original structure dates back to C, 8th 
Century A. D. It seems to have been renovated 
during. C. Hth Century A. D. The pilasters and 
the Image 'of Nandi reflect the period/ .Recently 
the whole structure has Been renovated without 
changing the original, struotureij However^ 
small square gopur,as-haVe>b ! een jsmlded orHhd 



Niches were not there earlier, Now two of 
them are there Q>n either side ,o;HtHe garbhagriha 
doorway. Bea'utifulJ^ qaf wect-rHad*. stone, images- 
of Ganesha and Parvati have been installed here, 



The' 
F'eVi'dvated with' a 
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flne dwara and a gopura over it. The outer prakara 
is being renovated now. A mahadwara with beauti 
ful gopura and mukhamantapa with two halls are 
coming up. Of the two halls one is named Sri 
Shankarakripa pravachana mandira and the other 
Sri- Kundeshwara Kalyana mantapa. A Dutiful 
marble image of Adi Shankaraicharya has been 
gifted to the temple by the Swamiji of Sringeri to 
be installed in the Sri Shankarakripa Pravachana 
Mandira, 

A big arch beautifully built in concrete adorns 
the entrance of the road leading to the temple. It 
reminds the people of the existence of thlel tertip1e% 

The entire renovation work is estlrhated to 
cost more tfran Rupees IS lakhs: A little part of 
it ftas come from the state Government but rest of 
the amount has to; be made good 1 from the generous 
contributions of the devotees* Schemes: haVS$WrP 
drawn by the temple authorities to collect- Itfrfds) for 
effecting regular pujas in the temple and to comp- 
lete the renovation work. 

The temple has been sanctified by the visit of 
number of saints ahd religious heads. 

The temple is now a centre of cultural activi- 
ties! Re4jgipus festivals in the temple ate now 
folio-wed py cultural activities. Kartfka Deepotsava 
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1s ci famous festival here, On this occasion a com- 
petition in the decoration of lights will be held 
annually- The entire town with fine illumination 
gets a grand festival look, The Ganeshotsava 
Samiti established here arranges annually the 
Ganesha festival on a grand scale, It begins from 
the Ganesha Chaturthi day and continues for three 
to four days, Religious programmes are followed by 
a number of cultural programmes and' competitions,' 
The Kundeshwara Yakshagana Sabha has taken 
up the programme of training interested young men 
in this performing folk art, At the same time it is 
arranging at regular intervals Yakshagana program- 
mes, 

How a temple can become the nucleus of a 
society depends entirely on that society itself, 
Kundeshwara of Kundapura has set a fine example 
of emulation* \ 
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